
fence adduced bod eKtabtohed this on the company's 1>S-
Jfcir Ho hud no desiro to call further evidence unless
wmhod for by the Court
The Coroner said it was most likely tho jury would hko

to examine Mr. McLennan, the chief engiueor.
The inquiry was then adjourned till Saturday morning.
The interest evinced by the public in this port of tho

oonntry in all relating to the ship .-oeuw as great us ever.

During all yesterday, though it blew a sevoro galo from
the foutbwSirt. accompanied by heavy ruin and somethnoe
thunder, the steamboats bringing visiters to the vessel
wore densely thronged. Nearly fl,000 persons paid tbolr
half crowns to go on board, and promenaded the deck all
day. defying the squalls of wind and rain with an
endurance worthy of a better cause. Tho scene of tho
explosion, as for oa it could be viewed lVow tho deck, is
the grcut centre of attraction, ami as tho monstrous frag¬
ments of ironwork liuve now been got up from Die stoke¬
hole and placed 011 deck, enough evidence is given of the
iiirv or the explosion to satisfy the most eager curiosity.
Mr. Nottidge, of the Ixmdon ^reoscopic Company, who
has been on board front the first time of starting, In ordor
to got good pictures of the vessel, has photographed this
mass of ruins most successfully, From these pictures the
public will be enabled to gain a fair idea of the force of
the explosion and the sweeping destruction it occasioned.
The repair of the damages inflicted by the explosion has

already commenced, Mr. Scott Russell having contracted
to restore the whole for 15,000. If it should turn out that
ctther of the forward boilers has been Injured, 15,000 will
scarcely suffice for the entire restoration. From tho fact
.f there having been no escapo cf steam from cither of
the boilers at the time of the explosion, when there was a
pressure on each of 22 lbs., it is believed they have cscajiod
without material injury. The mere joinery of the cabin
fittings and*the redecoratlon of tho grand saloon can, and
doubtless will, soon be completed. With tho iron work,however, it is a different affair. All this must bo executed
hi London from the working drawings of the vessel and
sept down piecemeal by rail to Weymouth, where It can
be bolted together on board tho ship. Mr. Scott Russell's
contract is to finish the whole ship In bor former state as
she k-rt the river, within three weeks.

THE VISITERS.
fWeymomh Correspondence of the London Daily News,

dept. 16.]
Visiters are hocking to Weymouth from all parts, par¬

ticularly from the west of England, in such numbers as to
test in the severest manner the capabilities of the town to
accommodate them, and altogether to preclude the possi¬
bility of their making any lengthened stay. Already the
enormous vessel bas been visited by thousands since she
has been hero, and although largo steamers leave the quay
at Weymouth every half hour for the great ship, now
lying in Portland bay, each boat is crowded by
passengers who are constantly arriving in excur¬
sion trains. In order to prevent inconvenience
from the overcrowding of the vessel, the directors have
issued a notice urgently requesting that tile visiters
should not extend their stay on board more than an hour.
Of course this is a regulation which cannot be enforced,
but the wish of the directors has been pretty generally
acceded to. That portion of the ship in which the explo¬
sion took place has been boarded round by a three feet
hoarding, to prevent any access to it, and as soon us the
boilers are tested by the engineers, which was to be done
to-day, active steps will be taken to repair the damage and
reconstruct the grand saloon, which was blown to pieces
by the force or the' explosion. As a preliminary step to
proceeding with the repairs, the company have engaged
all the carpenters and joiners they could lay their ilands
.n in Weymouth, and have also sent to Lundon for expe¬
rienced hands to direct the operations. The work of re¬
fitting the saloon and replacing the funnel will *be pro¬
ceeded with simultaneously, and It is expected that in the
.oursc of five or six weeks the vessel will be in a condi¬
tion to proceed upon her trial trip.
THE GREAT EASTERN AND HER PROSPECTS.

[From the London Chronicle, Sept. 12.]
We thought it would be unnecessary after our observa¬

tions on this question on the 17th of August again to refer
to it, but finding Holyhead and Portland are named
(though not definitively) by the directors, wo must ask
why? A contemporary stated that there were more perils in
twenty-four hours in the Channel than in double as many
days in the Atlantic. In this we and ail the press
agree; the facts have proved too true by the losses of
thousands of fives in steamers and sailing ships.
Now this is one reason why she should start from
Cork, within one hour of the Atlantic, instead of
Holyhead, with 260 miles of coasting dangers.
The directors may say Holyhead is nearer Liverpool,(he emporium of Great Britain true, but on the other
hand, lines of steamers are running not only from Liver¬
pool, tiut from Loudon, Bristol, Milford, Glasgow, and
other ports, to Cork. So that not only Liverpool, but
Scotch and English goods could be shipped cheaper
there than by rail to Holyhead, while the chief emigra¬
tion is Irish.

Let us now look to the continental trade, and the jnoro
favorable position of Cork to intercept it. If the Great
Eastern made it her port, lines of steamers would be soon
started to Bordeaux, Nantes aud Havre. Thus the wines,
brandies, fruit, silks of Lyons aud Paris, cottons and
woollens of Franco, Germany and Belgium, jewelry
of Switzerland, and produce of Northern Italy, would
come to it as a general rendezvous. Leghorn and
Genoa by rail, through France^ would bo within four
nays of Cork and ton of America. This is a vast, trade
with the United States, competing with British, and, In
the finer articles, outdoing us. Cork has ottered to the
great ship freedom from harbor dues, while she obtains
those steam facilities with Great Britain and Europe with¬
out any outlay or trouble on the jmrt of her directors.
Again, the ship is uninsured. Ought they not, then, to sail
lrorn the port with the fewest dangers to their property,
and.what is of far greater consequence.to the thou¬
sands of fives on boardr These arguments in favor of
Cork arc unanswerable.

let us now look to-the reasons why Quebec, not Port¬
land, ought to be the transatlantic port Quebec, by the
St- Lawrence, has an inland navigation for ships and
steamers to Chicago and Superior, 1,660 miles distant. the
St. Lawrence and lakes bavlDg a coast line of over 6,000
mites; this vastVade would not go to Portland, which is
some hundred miles distant by rail, and more than
1.000 by the ocean. The Canadian railways, in which
so much British capital is invested, have a direct In¬
terest in Quebec, as from llieir termini on the lake
ports, steamers and sailing fTssels could go alongside the
Great Eastern in the St. Lawrence. The london directors
of the Great Western, the Northern, WeHand, Southern
nd Ottawa lines should see to the property of their con¬
stituents, while the gentlemen who have lately advanced
the money for thanorth shore line from Quebec to Mon¬
treal and Ottowafought also to know that from Portland
they would derive no benefit- The Grand Trunk should
be as much interested in the St. Lawrence route us any
of the other companies, though why -they wish it trans¬
ferred to the foreign city of Portland is strange, as by the
erection of a wharf at Point de Loup they could command
the chief traffic, especially in passengers. Their direc¬
tors may rest assured tlian if changed from Quebec
to Portland it will be only the precursor of another
change to Norfolk, from 200 to 300 miles nearer the
great West by rail than l*ortland, and much nearer
to the great cities of Philadelphia, Baltimore and
Washington, with the grain, tobacco and cotton trades of
the Central, Southern and Western States. Quebec is
also 260 miles nearer than Portland, while the river Do
Loup, to which Uie railway is extended, is 400.
From these facts the directors should select Quebec, by

which they would obtain the American passenger anil
gwals traffic, formerly carried by the liners and steamers
to New York (which has not sufficient water), but which
they would not get at Portland.
As to an Indian trade for the Great Eastern, and her

going to Calcutta^is stated by some of our contemporaries,
it would never pay. There is no emigration, pro¬
perly so called. India or Chinese goods would
not be shipped from Bombay, Madras, .Singapore,
Canton or Shanghai!, thousands of miles out ot
their course to Calcutta, whoso imports arc
not one-twentieth those of New York, or as great as those
of Montreal, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore at New Or¬
leans. The Australian emigration has ceased, while there
Is little to come bark, most of the ships going to load
guano. The only trade, then, is that formerly carried by
the packet ships and liners, and latterly by them and
steamers, between Now York and Liverpool, which from
want of a sufficient depth of water has now to be trans¬
ferred to CorFand Quebec.
We look on the question with no local or sectional views,

but in a broad and national spirit, deciding in favor of
Cork and Quebec for the reasons we have given, which
we commend to the secretary, directors and proprietors of
the mammoth ship, with the best wishes for her success,
as a novelty in sltipbuilding, as well aB in a commercial
point.

THE WARJIV CHINA.
Accounts from Our Own Correspondents and

from the English Newspapers.

The Battle of Takn.The Action and
Opening of a Tremendous Fire by the
Chinese.The Retreat.Russians Sup¬
posed to be Directing the Chinese.Ac¬
tion of the Americans.How the Chinese
Triumphed on hand.The Killed and
Wounded.Anglo-French Preparations
to Continue the War.Commercial and
Political Aspects of the Affair, dec., dec.

OCR CHINA CORRESPONDENCE.
U.imro Statics Stbasship Powhatan, \

At Anchor Off ma Pxmo Kivkr, June 22, I860. J
A'oral Movements of the Allies.Cause of the Troubles in
China.Duplicity of the Chinese.7he English Policy to
Drub the Chinese.Slow Progress of American Representa¬
tives.formidable Chinese fortifications.Renewal ofHosti¬
lities.Opposition to the English.Positionof American Of¬
ficers.Terrible Action with the Chinese.frightful Dots of
the English.Desperate Pluck of British Soldiers.Security
ofthe Chinese Mud Walls.American Interests in China-
Complicated Diplomacy.Conduct of the. English Admi
rat and the American Minister.Hou> the Chinese Treated
the American Representative.River Navigation.1he
American flog in the Late Engagement.the Commander

an American Steamer Brings tip the English Reserves.
Awful ferocity of the Struggle.Death ofa Heroic British
Officer.A Truly Christian Minister.1he Power of Eng
land in the East Secures Safety to Commerce, dr., die.
My last lottcr was dated some nine days back, and left

lbiS8bip and tho chartered steamer Toey wan at anchor
near Shanghao, in tho daily expectation of sailing for this

place with our Minister, tho Hon. John E. Ward.
During the nights of tho Iflth and 17th following, wo

ook the latter vessel in tow, stcamod four days through
wind, rain and thick weather, and finally anchored within
niilool'thc English squadron, wtiich had preceded us

by three days. The French frignto Duchsyla, hav¬

ing on bonrd M. D. Bourboulou, Minister .Re¬
sident, and (ho chartered steamer Nosegay, nr

rived a few hours ahead of us. When daylight
arrived we counted sixteen steamers of war. two of which
were American, two French and twelve English. The Iat

ter nation alio bad several gunboats at anchor inaido the
river, but below the forts, from which point this outer an¬

chorage is distant about eight miles. Newspaper readers
are of oourso familiar with the causes which have thu*
collected more than twenty vessels of war at the mouth o
this river. Just twelve months sinoe, England, Fronoe'
America and Russia made treaties with China at Tein-slng,
and they have now returned to havo thorn ratified. Rus¬
sia aJono is sot represented this time, one report telling
us that her Minister is already in Pekin,and another tha
bo had met a violent death before reaching that city by
his overland route via Siberia and Ihrtary. It now re¬

mains to be seen how we shall get up the rivor via Tein-
sing to Pekin, and how and by whom the treaties will be
ratified.

In my Hong Kong letter, dated several weeks back, 1
used words to the following effect regarding this
coming ratification"I place no confidence in
Chinese professions of sincerity. If they do not resist us

openly at the mouth of the Peifao they will do so secretly
in the Cabinet at I'ekin." And now I want you to read and see
how the present aspect of affairs about " the mouth of the
Peibo" points to Chinese duplicity and insincerity; and to
a renewal of the scones of bloodshed which were enacted
here thirteen months slnco by tho English and French
with their gunboats on one side, and by thousauds o

Chinese behind their well built but miserably defended
forte on the other. Again I assert the conviction that
" John Chinaman is a narrow minded, unsocial and churl¬
ish rascal, and, that to secure anything from him like
political honesty of action, 'tho West' generally must do
What England is now alone doing, drub him into a

healthy state of mind." All hail to John Bull, tho sen¬
sible and fearless gentleman.

This is the third time that it haB been the writer's fortune
to engage in an attempt "to reach Peking by water".h
hopes it may be tho last. He doesn't believe a word o

Mr. O'More's sago obsrevatian in regard to " luck in odd
numbers." He rather regards that gentleman in the
light of a humbug. In ISM I came past where I am now
with Mr. Robert McLane. In 1868 1 managed, thanks to
English and French guns, to get as far as Teln-sing with
Mr. Wm. B. Reed. And now, in 1869,1 have accompa¬
nied Mr. John E. Ward thus far towards Pekin, and tho
indications are we shall got just about as far as did Mr.
Robert McLane. This is an evident case of "one step
ahead and two back."

ITevious to leaving Shonghae rumor had told us of tho
rebuilding of the forts in sight of which wc ore now an¬

chored, but we had no idea that the work had been en.

gaged in so largely. They now seem twice as high
as formerly, and aro said to bo much more

formidable. Ten thousand Tartar troops aro also said to
be behiud their walls, and other forts aro reported us

having been built between this and Pekin. All this we
learned yesterday from the English Admiral, who, upon
his arrival here, sent in a gunboat to examine the rivor
and report if it was clear. This vessel found the forts re¬

built, the river barricaded by chains and heavy booms,
and everything indicative of another resistance. Upon
requesting permission to pass the barrier it was refused,
and with this for an answer her commander roturnod to
the Admiral. This was on the 18th iusL A message was
now sent to the forts demanding that by Monday, the
20th, the barrier should be removed uud a free pas¬
sage granted to the English Minister. This they pro¬
mised to do, but Monday evening came aud showed only
that the works had been strengthened in the mean¬

time. Another message was then sent to tho effect, that if
the previous demand was not complied with by a certain
time the forts would be attacked.and we are now await,
ing the result. And while we thus await I am going to
mount an old hobby of mine, and indulge in a few remarks
regarding the very mortifying and irritating position in
which the profitable but unworthy policy of our govern¬
ment last year placed, and is again about to place, us the
United States naval officers of this station.

I take the ground that wc cither have business here or
we have not. If wc have not, we should be in some other
part of the world; and if we have, wc should be
just where we arc, but with intentions worthy of
a first rate Power and with a force adequate
to carry out these intentions. In other words, we should
be here to help England in clearing the road which con¬
duces to the commercial prosperity of tho United States as
well as to that of John Bull. Instead of this, however, we
are sent to strut with a lordly air in case tho Chinese are

friendly, and to retire with depressed tails should they
prove otherwise. This is a policy unworthy a nation of
our strength and cxcossivcly disgusting to individual
Americans.
Jn.Y 2..A fatal and unlooked for calamity has over

taken the prosperity of Western commerce with China
England lias thrown her gunboats against the forts of the
I'ciho and been repulsed with terrible loss Three out of
thirteen imnk, all terribly battered, and five out of twelve
hundred men killed, wounded and missing. Such havoc
has never before befallen an attacking squadron. "Don't
ask me about our loss," replied the Admiral's flag captain
when questioned shortly after the bfttle; "it is too fKgnt-
ful to think about."
The battle came off on the 26th nit., and was witnessed

by a number of our officers who were on board of the
Tocy-wan, inside tho river at the time. It was the most
desperate fighting that the imagination can picture upon
the part of the English, and a premeditated, certain,cold¬
blooded, relentless abd cowardly massacre upon the
part of the Chinese. The former were of coarse the at¬
tacking party, and could have bad no possiblo idea of the
strength of the fortifications against which they ad¬
vanced; and the latter were well- protected by heavy
walls of mud, through which bristled two hundred guns
and into which the shells seemed to bury themselves and
lose the power of explosion.
Now that it is all over, apd we have time to think,

we wonder how it was that more than four thousand
shells should have been thrown at them without even ef¬
fecting a breach. If this matter is not satisfactorily ex¬

plained you may as well sell tho grauite of our seaboard
fortifiealions and build others of mud taken from the bot¬
tom of the harbors. Here and there you can see a corner
knocked off a bastion, a cart load of earth blown out of
the face of a battery, or something of that sort; and shot
holes are plentiful, but it is greatly to bo doubted if the
fortifications generally were not as defensible alter tho
explosion of the last shell as they had been at tho first.
Of course it will never bo known how many Chinese wore
killed in their forts, hut the number is supitoscd to be
small, perhaps not more than that of tho English them¬
selves. This would seem incredible did we fail to con¬
sider the safety of t e position from which they perpe¬
trated the massacre, but that viewed, the only wonder is
that there were any killed at all. [We have since been
told by the Chinese that several hundreds were killed in
the ports.]
Englishmen have no cause to blush for the battlo of tho

Pciho. Such indomitable courage and dogged resistance
us was there displayed are in themselves sufficient to re¬

lied the rays of glory around the semi-circumference of
the globe, and dry tho tears which will shortly flow over
the unburicd dead.
You will be surprised to learn that the neutrality of the

American flag has been involved In this affair; and to ex¬

plain and jwlllate this wc must take a look at the insult¬
ing manner in which our Minister has been received in this
country (or rather along its outskirts), as well as at the
distressing and very peculiar circumstances in which the
English Admiral was placed during tho heat of tho battlo.

Bfh. Ward (as good & man as we could have
in China) arrived at Shanghac in this vessel
the 28th of May lost, on his way to Pekin, via the
Hutho river, for the purpose of there exchanging
the rhtfllcd treaty made lost year at Tcin sing by Mr. Win.
B. Reed. Learning there that tho Commissioners were

upon the spot instead of being at Thin-sing, whore tho
foreign Ministers of last year had been led to infer they
would awuit their successors with the ratified treaties, he
at once notified them of his presence aud desire to com¬
municate. The result of this was the interview spoken of
in my last letter; and the result of that was, in so many
words, a very plain intimation that, as our right to visi
Pekin was derived from the English treaty, we could no:
go there in advance of the representative of that nation.
There was a return visit to this, and they wore both sig¬
nalised by the usual amount of bows, unmeaning ques¬
tions. and protestations of regard and anxiety for one's
health, but the above was the substance of them both.
Qurry.Was there any substance in it at all?
Well, while this was going on the English and French

Ministers arrived from Hong Kong. Surprised at finding
men In Shnnghae who should have long since left for Tein
sing had the Chinese government been acting in good
faith, these gentlemen nevertheless oommunicotod with
them, notifying them of their intended movements, and
very properly, I think, refusing to exchange tho treaties
short of Tein sing. This refusal was In answer to a
note from them Indicating very plainly a desire
that tho exchange should tako place at Shanghac, and
a continued determination upon the part of their master
to adhere to China's old policy of treating Europeans not
only like children hut also as inferiors. No reply to this
return note having boon sent at tho end of several
days, the Ministers wrote again, and finally received
one. To read that note any honest, sensible
and unprejudiced man would have 'bought just as did Mr.
Bruce. "Now I mny go to p, km without' tiring a gun."And yet witness the detosmlncd and tthlnoked for resist-
ance which lie encountered ut the very first defensible
point,
Nov for Mr Ward again. No sooner did wo become

aware of the spirit of this note than he naturallys said .. I
oho shall soon beat IVkin, for thy Cotuinis>.sioUVia hive

told me that leuiou soonm the frchah have b«en rs-
cclved." Arrived at U» mouth of th# Pelho be finds lbs
English barricaded out, and heavy (oris built upon the
ruins or the last. Upon inquiry he iearne that Mr. Brace
baa been informed that this Is not the Pel o
river, that it is the Nanho, that It is bar¬
ricaded and fortified against rebels, and that
be must go to some indefinite point farther north and
there await the arrival of the very Oommiaslonera he had
left at Shanghae. Of course this was all child's play I
The Commissioners might be a month or they might he a

year on the road, as beet suited their ends, and in the
mean time the Ministers were expected to exist about this
indefinite point farther north, ana dance attendance upon
Chinese want of manners. Admiral Hope did what any
man would have been wrong in not doing under the cir¬
cumstances. He told them to take away the barriers by
a certain time, or that he should blow down the fbrta. In
the mean Ume Mr. Ward, acting upon hisown book, went
into the forts in the focy-wan and sent the interpreters
to inform the authorities that bo was ready
and anxious to go to Fektn. but was prevented by the
barriers, or a message to that effect. I have neglected to
mention that before leaving Shanghae he had been given
a letter by the Commissioners to the authorities at the
mouth of the river, the expressed intention of which was to
secure him a comfortable lime during the no longer dis¬
puted journey. Now, what was tho nature of the recep¬
tion of this interpreter, the representative of the Ameri¬
can Minister, himself the representative of tho people of
the United States? It was substantially as follows:.
Upon landing in front of one of the forts they were re¬

ceived by persons who came from tho fort, dressed as
cooties, and proclaiming themselves coolies. One of these
asked them, politely enough, what they wanted.
"Wc wish to see the highest officer present upon the

part of the American Minister."
" There is no ottlcer bore," was the reply. "We are

only a few poor country people who look out for the forts.
You must go farther north, where the high officer is."
" Where is that?" they then asked.
" About 30 ii (10 miles) distant!"
" How shall wo get there?"
" By the sea!"
'. Will you furnish us a pilot?"
" No!"
" Will you furnish us sedan chairs?"
" No! Tbcro is no road by land."
" Wo wish to leave our cards for the high officer. Will

you receive them?"
" We cannot; we are too mean, we have no rank."
I leave the reader to draw his ows conclu¬

sions from this evident rebuff. Takiny it for granted,
as s matter of course, that there wero high offi¬
cers present at the Ume, I look upon it as a national
insult. Ss, apparently, did Mr. Ward, who very properly
said to himself, " There is insincerity somewhere. It
looks very much as if I am to be trilled with. They tell
me, through coolies, to go to some place unknown to our
charts, and permit said coolies to refuse me a pilot for the
sea as well us sedan chairs for tho land. Now that I am
in the river, I will wail and see if they have any better
manucrs after the English shall have knocked down their
forts." I am very well satisfied that this was tho view
taken of " everything taken together," by our Minister,
and as an American I admire him for it. As for myself, I
am able to assert iiosiltvoly, trom personal observation,
that the river off which we are now anchored is the only
navigable watercourse from the sea toTein-sing. How do I
know this ? Last year I went to Tein-sing in an English
gunboat, and came back in our chartered steamer Ante¬
lope. Before commencing the ascent of the river soine
one observed, "This is a small river to drain such a vast
urea of land, and yet it has not a tributary between this
and Teflr sing;" and we consequently kept our eyes open
during both tri|*. We suw a few mud docks dug into
either bank for the repair of junks, but no stream of any
description. I um, therefore, positive upon this point. It
would uot suprise me at ail, however, if they should diga
canal to hide their falsehood.
Here, then, wc fiave the why and wherefore for

our Minister's presence in the river the next day,when, alas for the prosperity of the commercial re¬
lations of the W<-st with China, the forts wero un¬
successfully attacked by the English Admiral. Let us
now see how It was that the neutrality of the American
llag was jeopardized, if not positively Involved.
That nothing might be wanting in showing respect to

the Minister before the Chinese, Flag Officer Josiali Tat-
nall had aceomjianied him in person. This officer neeits
no words of mine to pluuc him before tho American read¬
er in a proper light. His services since entering the navy
in 1812 are his best vouchers. Agreeing with the Minister
in his views as to awaiting the result of the attack, the
Toey-wan remained at her anchorage, just out of range of
the forts, and witnessed the hopeless strait to which two
hours fighting had reduced the English. Surprised be¬
yond measure at a result which no one had deemed possi¬
ble, and with sympathy necessarily upon the side of
civilization, he followed anxiously the unequal struggle.
It wus evident that the fire of the gunboats was
becoming every moment less active, and the
cause of this was equally apparent. They had
sutli-rod bo severely in killed and wounded
that there were not men enough left to work the guns.
While regretting this there came a message from tho Ad¬
miral telling him that such was the case, and intimating
how much he was in want of the services of tho Toey-tvan
to tow his reserves against the strong ebb tide, which the
boats could not stein. Now, I don't think 1 should wont
to kubw the man who could resist an ap|ieal such as that,
more especially as the Admiral wus badly wounded, and
had only the day before sent a gunboat under the very
walls of tlie forts to ussist the Toey-wan out of what ho
considered a dangerous position. "I cannot spare a gun¬
boat for this service now," be said; "we have all our
hands full." Of course the Toey-wan warn under way at
once, and in as Bliort a time as possible the reserves
were in the action. It was the act of a brave sailor,
whose heart was too full of generous sympathy to admit
the companionship of international considerations, and as
such should be admired even by Congressmen.

This generous aid, though timely, only furnished the
more food for powder.it could not turn the fortune of the
day. The havoc continued, and other reserves became
necessary. The Toeywan brought them up, and the attack
once moq.' swelled in power, only to sink again as they
were swept away by tho merciless forts. Finally night
came and enabled the English to withdraw from the attack
with a loss of three gunboats and men, whose number
they could not then estimate. Many of them fell in an at¬
tempt to storm a fort that they could uot reach, owing to
spiked moats and ditches, and a few wore drowned by get¬
ting over their depth while weighed down by their arms
and ammunition, l'robably the English navy has never
before suffered such a defeat, and this in spite uf the most
unheard of daring and obstiuutc courage.

Let me tell you of two incidents, which will give a fair
idea of the spirit which animated these men.

Capt. Clutterbuck, of the Ooromandcl, was returning in
company with a brother stormor from tho attempt upon
the fort. It was dork, and be stumbled over a wounded
marine who had been shot down during the advance, and
who pleaded for assistance to gain the boats. The balls
and rockets were driving by them at every moment, and
their Bafety said "hurry on!" but they stopped to help
him. Exhausted as they were his weight proved too
much for their united strength, and a third fugitive was
ordered to assist. Before he could obey be was shot
down.dead.
"This is hot work," remonstrated his friend, "one of us

will go next."
"Then," replied Cluttarbuck, "wc shall at least die do¬

ing a good aetion.1 will not leave him." They were the
last words he uttered; the next moment he fell forward,
pierced by a dcudly ball. Ho has gone to reccivo his re¬
ward.
The second incident relates to the chaplain, the minister

of the regiment. He fell toward the lutter part of the
charge, and firmly refused all offers of assistance. -'Go
on to llio wall," he replied to one of his flock, "you will be
more needed' there." It is gratifying to know- that this
gentleman is in a fair way to recover. When subsequent¬
ly asked why lie had Joined the [>arty his reply wna that
his duty was to be by the side of the dying men of his re¬
giment. And it is such men as these that have been late¬
ly shot down by this miserable nation, and yetthere will be enough peoplo even in the United
States to rub their bands over tills battle as " a
check to English pride and arrogance." I wish
tliey could visit this part of tho world, and see how it is
tliat English power ensures safety to the world's trade
with the East. Once reduce her to the position of a third
rate l'ower, and let the United States continue her hos¬
tility to a large navy*pud the half civilized nations of the
Eust will soon expel all foreigners and close their ports to
our trade.

IVflTWD Status Stt.au Vkk;att Powkataw, 1
Cms op Ficuiu, near Phho ta, July 3, 18S9. j

The Battle of the Taku.Graphic Description of the En
gagi meat by an Eye Witness.The Attack Upon the Gun¬
boats of the Allies.TbrriUe Slaughter.The Attempt to
Storm (he Forts and Signal Defeat of the Europeans.
Mim-ments of the American Minister and Commodore
Tattnall During the Trouble.Searching for the Worth
Bend under Difficulties.Laughable Mistake.Mr. Ward's
Journey to Frkin Delayed.Efforts of {he British to Draw
the Americans inlo the Quarrel.Lid of Vessels Compri¬
sing the Allied Squadron.Independence Day on Board
the Powhatan, rfc., dr.
Minultuncous with this letter you will doubtless receive

full particulars, from other .sources, of the attempted
visit of the Allied Ministers to Pekin, nnd their extraordi¬
nary and unexpected failure, with the loss of soma GOO
men und extensive damage to their gunboats. Having
been an eye witness of the whole proceeding, n short
description of the engagement may prove interesting to

your reudets, and I muy, perchance, have picked up a

few facts which will not bo found in other narrative
and which may serve to throw additional light on the
Subject.
On the 18th of May we left Hong Kong for Shanghao

via Ntngho, the Torquau, a small steamer, having pre¬
viously boon chartered for the uso of Mr. Ward, the
United States Minister and his suite. Ten days thereafter
wc were at Woosung, where Mr. Ward left us, and went
up to Shanghao on hoard the Mississippi with
a strong guard of marines. Our Minister was

cordially received at Shanghao by the Chinese
Commissioners, who politely informed him that on

arriving at Petho river he would tlud ambassadors in
waiting to escort him, with all due pomp and ceremony,
to Pekin. Accordingly, Mr. Ward returned to Woosung,
and we set sail again, arriving at the Gulf of Pichlll on the
21st ult. Here we learned that the river was in a state
of blockade from sunken Jnnks, chains and iron stakes,
placed there to prevent the advance of the Allied Ministers
on Pekin. Nevertheless, on the 24th of June Mr. Ward,
accompanied l>y his aid, our Commodore and Captain, and
an experienced interpreter, started in the Torquan for the
Peiho river; hut on applying for a passage wo were re
fused, and told that there was no one in authority to re.
cclvc us nenrer than the North Bend, a plane nine
miles further north, where, we were informed, w«
would find ambassadors to escort us to Feklu.
The English, it appears, had boon tool the
tamo thing before our Minister's arrival, and a' o
that this was net the Petho river at all,
but that the North Bend was. Tboy bo 1 been plainly

waned tbftt if they attempted to force a paeeage they
would he Ired Into. But the English, regarding the threat*
of the CWueee u ao much empty boasting, determined to
p«aa up the river at all hazards, and so began to moke
^K.t. preparations. Our Commodore, disbelieving the as
Mjttona of the Chinese, and having been informed by the
Britfeb Admiral that thcro was In rcallly no such place as
North Bend, ooncluded to follow the English up the river,
should they attempt the passage. He therefore remained
under the fire of the forts and lookfd on.

half-post two o'clock in the afternoon the work com
mcnced, the Admiral's boat taking the lead and essaying
to helve up one of tho stakes. The second one
that was attempted proved the signal for * 8e
neral cannonade on both sides. A shot was
flrst fired from one of the forts, and was

promptly returned by every one of tho gunboats, twelve
in number. The slaughter was really terrific.such as 1
have never read or heard of before. The gunboats re
ceived tremendous damage, and to add to the difficult lea
of their position, the tide, which had been high on our

arrival, receded gradually, and left them aground, when
they soon becamo perfect wrecks. During the holiest o!
the fire Cbmmodure Tatnall had his barge manned, and
started for the Admiral's gunboat. When alongside the
latter, a shot from one of the forts struck the targe, and
killed the coxswain, John Hart, instantly. The Commo
dore found only three survivors of the murderous fire on

board the gunboat, out of u force of thirty-five, and the
Admiral himself wus lyiug among the slain with oue o:
bis legs broken.
The action lasted until eight o clock at night. ami tho t«>a

bad by that time exhausted all their ammunition. 400 rounds
each, so that they were completely at the mercy ot their
antagonism.a target for tho destructive fire of the tort
in a river not fivo hundred yards in width. There
was but one French gunboat engaged in concert Willi the
English. Au English officer, who had been at the siege ol

Sebastopol, remarked in my hearing that at no one time
was the slaughter so great or the firing so severe as at

this engagement. Tho English have lost in killed and
missing nearly six hundred men, and as many wounded,
so severely too that they are. dying hourly. A large
number who landed were killed in attempting ui storm
the forts in the face of difficulties which one would think
should have caused the commanders to ponder well ere

they gave the hazardous order to attack. The men laid
to jump up to their waists in water, with the
almost certainty of destroying their ammunition, and on

reaching terrafirma. instead of finding it firm, they hud
to wade through mod into which they sank deeper and

deeper, alter having passed trenches tilled with quick¬
sand mid run all sorts of dangers and annoyances.
While tho soldiers wero In this helpless condition blue
lights were repeatedly flred from the forts, to enable the
Chinese to mow down the French and English with mur

derous vdUcys of grape and canister. Out of one com

pany of three hundred men who had landed only one re¬

turned alive. Every head was cut off and put in bags by
the Chinese, who thus exhibited them to their enemies.
Such a defeat surely the English have never met with ;
vet they fought Uke lions and never flinched, grape shot,
solid shot and canister flying in all directions about them,
it is generally supposed the forts were manned by Euro¬
pean renegades of all nations, though some do assert that
the Russians played the principal part in the defence.

I am certainly of opinion that the English Admiral was

altogether two sanguine, and anticipated little resistance.
But the stout resistance of these incomprehensible ChlneM

0rTheK^had a small share in the fight. She took
in tow the boat* conveying the landing parties, and^TrneL'^r boat during a part of the action. Our
Minister did not approve, of our Commodore acting in

teniion of the Commodore, had not the Torquau grouudi I,
te have returned^to hii ship b- «£«&with every other available man, te yw«» uie
British In landing. "A fortunate thing,' says Mr.
Ward our Minister, " the Torquan was grounded
otherwise the most of you would

. ^^the7orte te dnvothorn are irons enough mounted on the iorujwamo
away twelve line of-battle ships." How far the
trillion will sanction Commodore Tattual's

\ would find ail be looked for.and what is more, he

the Torquan went in search
ol ^e mterThat ^adno existence, and returned during
the day with the report that they iiad landed with au hil/iterrrcter at a small town near a stream,
time to give the Minister's letter to a Chinese official w hen
a troop of mounted cavalry was d^coveri^ ^Uoplng to
wards them, some thousand strouR. All hands v ery naiu
rally took to shanks' maresas fast as they could carry them
to the bewt^returned, and mad* report "
which created some merriment. It was given up
certainty tnat JSSL ChiuamM was nM going W receive
Mr. Ward. Yesterday, however, at 8 AJt, two large
1links loaded with produce, came within aVhort distance
of us antTanchorcd. A small bout, lowered from one of
the iunks and having on boared a Chinese official bearing
an answer te our Minister's letter, immediately came
alongside The answer was in the highest degree fa\ ora-
ble It seems the juirty who landed from the Torquan hadSin n.Sn tor the English, and the cavalry-whtok
chased them te their boat was part of a ^.d|0WRirraiff- which waa to have escorted Mr. ward u> ickiii,
mid had Wen siting *e,eral dag>in
arrival. Ihc produce, a present lor our Minister, con*
sisted of nineteen hogs, nineteen sheep, thirty-three sack,
of flour, nineteen of rice, besides ducks, chickens,.gecibo,
eggs and vegetables in great quimtities. The eoswer to
IiIk letter stated that the Commissioner would meet him
whenever ccwvetdent.that he would send a pilothn bring
his Ship up the river, eight miles. A great deal Jcorrca-rmndencc has since passed between the officials, tho Eng
lish squadron lying in close proximity.

AdmiralIt appears to have been the mm of the British Aanurai
to entrap our Commodore into taking a joint part hj h
.ngagemont. How nearly this object was accomplished
you can judge Tor yourself. It has been a blind piece ot
business all through, and there is every reason te Relieve
that had our Commodore acted on the information afford
him on the 24th of .funo by tho Chinc.so, by returning
and making his way te the North Bend, our Minister
would have been by this time closo on Fckln.

JCLT 4.
Hie following vessels form the squadron in tbe Gulf of

Pichlli:.Flagship Chesapeake, Highflyer, Cruiser, Fury,
Magician, Assistance (transportship), Hoifor (troop ship).
Gunboats in action with the forts.Plover, Reshral, Nim-
rod, Lee, Haughty, Opposum, Banterer, Forester, Star¬
ling, Janus, Cormorant (Admiral's tender), and the
French frigate Duchayla, in tho Gulf of Pichili. Gun¬
boat in action with tho forts:.Nosegay. 1 have since
learned that the English have succeeded in raisiug three
of their gun boats and in getting them out of the river.
Tbe number of officers killed and wounded is 23.

I forgot to mention yesterday that twelve of the hogs
were killed anil offered to the crew, but they refused to
take them, preferring to have them sent on board the
English ships for the sick and wounded. This of course
was done. Funny, is it not. We help to tight their bat¬
tles, and then help to feed their wounded with produce
coming direct from their enemy.
A very quiet day we have for the Fourth of July.noth¬

ing unusual.a little more bunting displayed. At noon we
fire a salute of twenty-one guns, and during the day splice
the main brace perhaps. We are all on the qui rt'iv for
the pilot that is to take us to the North Bend. I should
like before closing this letter to inform you of our arrival
at Pckin and favorable reception, but the mail goes in an
hour and I must therefore conclude.

newspaper!* accounts.
TUF. At,LIES WEKiH ANCHOR ANli RUN TO TIIE
MOUTH OF THE PE1HO.MEETINO THE BARRIERS.

(Oil tbo Peiho (June 28) Correspondence of Ceylon
Observer.]

1 feel scarcely equal to the painful task of attempting to
describe occurrences whic h 1 am altogather incompetent
to depict in sufficiently striking and vivid colors, and yet
on the vivid as well as correct representation of which, 1
feel, depends the honor of all the brave men with whom
I am serving.nay, more, of old England's stainless tlag
itself.
As 1 did not keep a journal of the previous day's pro

ceedings 1 shall confiuc myself to those of the ill starred
26tli.

At daylight on the morning of that day the gunboats
weighed and proceeded to make a last attempt to remove
the'barriers that the Chinese hact placed across tho en¬
trance el the river, and were evidently determined not to
remove of their own accord.
These, however, being composed of strong iron bars

and chains, successfully resisted all the efforts made for
tbeir removal up to twlcvo o'clock. wheu the order was

given thai the men should have their dinners, after which
it was generally understood we should open fire on the
forts. Strange to say, during the six or eight hours in
which these preliminary measures were being effected
neither was a single gun fired from the forts nor was
there a symptom evident that their occupants were

prepare d to defend them. Every embrasure was
screened with matting, and not a head was visible over
the ramparts and this, although the gunboats were all
only front 600 to 700 yards distant, and were all at sixes
and sevens, from some getting aground, while others had
o haul them off', and the space in which they had to move
being too coufined to allow of their manoeuvring.
OrKNlNO OF TB* CHINESE BATTEHIio.4 HEAVY FIRE

ON BOTH RIPES.
Pinner having been finished, about half past one o'cloc k

the signal was run up to prepare for action, and the 0|Kts-
sum (Lieut. Commander Balfour), with (.'apt. Wiles, R. N.,
and the Plover, with our brave old Admiral, pushed in
close up to the first barrier. No sooner did thoy arrive
there than suddenly,as it' by magic, the mats that screened
the guus in all the certain batteries wore triced up, ami
the whole of the guns opouod fire. Our vessels being all
well prepared, however, the fire was immediately return¬
ed, and the action became general.

It was tit once evident, though, that we had no ordinaryChin, o artillery to coiitqpd ttgainsl. Thnr fire. MA t'n
i<-. iiiht. noili i tem, mas -itch os/ete men. himi )JWi certain

Chin<rr campaigners, eirr brftrc Mtpcrfenced, In a very
lew mil.up s tin Opo' snm had several of her crew killed
or wounded. In tho Plover the Acfeuirul was severely hit;

her gallant commander, Raaon, and Osptain McKenna,
of the First Royal* (doing duty on tho Admiral'a staff),
wore killed, and almost every man of the arew disabled;
while the Haughty (Lieutenant Commander Brood), Lee
(Liratenant Commander Jones), Kestrel (Lieutenant Com¬
mander lievan), and Cormorant (Commander Wode-
housc), were so severely crippled that they were In a
sinking state. Die Lee, indeed, would have gone down at
once but for lieutenant Brood, in the Haughty, dashing In
to her rescue, towing her out under a heavy lire. Never-
less, the bombardment was kept up with unabated vigor,and in about two hours the enemy's lire began sensibly to
slacken; and (although they bad got our range so exactlythat almost every shot told, w bile ours, though admirablydirected, did comparatively little damage to their mud
walls) shortly after lour o'clock it becumuAlmost silenced.

ALI.I1D ATTKMTT TO LAND, AND ITS KKKKCTH.
At about live o'clock the anxiously expected signal was

accordingly made Tor the troops to laud and assault, which
Wus briskly answered by them, every boat containing
them striving to be the first to reach the shure. Not a
soul in the squadron at that moment, I believe, doubted
our obtaining a speedy victory. Just as tho llrst boat
touched the shore, however, bang went a gun again from
the forts, immediately followed by a perfect hurricane of
shot, shell, glngal balls and rockets, from all the southern
batteries, which mowed down our men by tens as theylanded. Nevertheless, out sf the boats they all leapedwith undiminished ardor, (many into water so deep that
they had to swim ashore,) and dashed forward throughthe mud, while the ships threw iu as heavy a coveringlire as they possibly could.
Die enemy's tire, however, continued to be so deadly,and the mud proved so doep (in most places reaching up

to the men's knees, at least, often up to their waist), that
out of the 1,000 men who lauded barely 100 reached the
first of the three deep und wide ditches, which, uftersome
600 yards of wuding through the mud, presented them¬
selves before the gallant few who got so far, and out o
that small number scarcely twenty had been ubieAo keep
their ritles or their ammunition dry. Nevertheless they
boldly faced these new dilttculties, and some fifty of them,
with a crowd of officers (among whom were conspicuous
the commanding officer of the French contingent, Com
manders Commerell and Heath, R. N.; Major Parke and
lieutenant Hawkey, of the Marines; Major Fisher and
Lieutenant Maltland. of the Engineers), succeeded in get¬
ting as far as the furthest bank of the third ditch, from
which they would cernunly have made a good attempt to
scale the walls had ladders been forthcoming; but out of
the number that were lauded, all but one had either been
broken by shot or hud stuck in the mud. With the re¬
maining one. however, Urn devoted men sprang forward,
three of whom were immediately shot dead, and live
wounded severely.
A vertical fire of arrows, as well as a constant fusilade.

was kept up Ob the select baud, who now crouched in the
ditch, waiting, but in vain, for reinforcements; and that
any ol them afterwards escaped alive is miraculous.
ORDER OF RETREAT, AND HEAVY LOSSES OK THE

EIROPEANB.
Seeing what insurmountable difficulties presented them¬

selves, the order was at last given to retire; the lion-
heai led commander of the troops, Colonel Lemon, of the
Royal Murines (who was one of the first into the furthest
ditch), Captain Vansittart, of the Mogicieune, and Captain
Shadwe 11, of the Highflyer, all haviug been Severely
wounded. The latter was badly shot through the foot
shortly after landing, but nevertheless managed to strug¬
gle manfully forward, even to the advanced trench. 1'oor
Captain Vausitlart had his leg shot off. Lieut. Grieves, of
Ibe Assistance; Ijeut. Clutterbuck, of the Cbromandel;
young Herbert, of the Chesapeake; and Lieutenants In-
gjis and Woolridge, of tlio Royal Marines, were all
killed while gallantly cheering on their men; and
at least three-fourths of the officers who landed
were more or less severely hit. In effecting the
retreat even more lives were lost, perhaps, than in
udvanciug. as the Chinese, by lighting blue lights,
were enabled to discover the exact position of our then
reeling and thoroughly exhausted men and so to shoot
them down like birds. Even on arriving at the water's
edge matters were not improved, as so many of the boats
had been smashed lo pieces by round shot that there wis
not enough remaining to take off the surviving men. Seve¬
ral were drowned in attempting to get off, while many had
to remain for more than an hour up to their necks in wa-
ler before lliey could get a place in a boat; and even then
their dangers were not |>ast, as the fire from the forts
continue d so heavy that several boats full of wounded
WW struck and swamped while pulling oil'to the ships.
The Commanded was made the temporary hospital ship,

and the scene on her upper deck was truly horrible. It
was nearly one o'clock beforo the last load of wounded
was brought off to her, anil long ere that hour she was
crowded with the mu Hated and the dyiug. Every exer¬
tion, however, was made by the medical staff (to whomand especially to Dr. Little, of the Marines, great credit is
doe), and long ere daybreak every sufferer hail his wcmuds
tended. Every operation, (and their number was sick¬
ening; 1 was gratified to hear was performed under the in-
fiuencc of chicform.
Our proportionate loss has indeed been frightful.464

killed and wounded. Die First battalion of marines
alone, which landed barely 400 strong, has lost altogether
172 killed and wounded; the Chesapeake 26 killed or
missing, and 34 wounded; and the gunboats 90 killed and
wounded. No expectation whatever is entertained of
those who are returned missing being still alive. With
such enemies as the Chinese, and under the peculiar cir¬
cumstances of the case, all such hope is out of the ques¬
tion.
FOREIGNERS AIDING THE CHINESE.THEY LOOK LIKE

RUSSIANS.
The belief is universal throughout the squadron that

Europeans manned the batteries as well as Chinese. Men
in gray coats with closely cropped hair, and with Russian
features, were distinctly risible in the. batteries, and the
whole, of the fortifications were evidently of European die-
signing. Some of those, who advanced near to the wall
even go to far as to declare that they heard nun callingitft " mnrp >'» tluucinn situ/ th it BLor«tii/i if «.fe/r .. more powder" in Russian: and this morning it is
reported that two dead bodies floated out if tlx- river
dressed in Chinese clothes, but having incontestable Euro¬
pean faces. The damagedforts hai<e already been repaired,
and hare never ceased tofire upon the boats that are diU en¬
gaged under Captain willes and Commanders Oummerell,
Heath and Wynniatt, in struggling to rescue the stranded
vends- 1 should have stated that the Plover, Lee and
Kestrel all sank in the course of the evening of the 26th,
and the Haughty and Cormorant (despatch vessel) early
next morning. Thanks to the untiring efforts of our gal¬
lant tars, however, the Haughty and Kestrel have, under
a heavy lire from the forts, been floated again, and arc in
comparative safety, while all the valuable contents of the
Cormorant, Lee and Plover have been either saved or
effectually destroyed. All who have witnessed the opera¬
tions are loud in their praises of the gunboat officers, who
have all done, their duty like heroes. It has undoubtedly
been a most unfortunate affair; but, whatever befell, no
one can deny that the meu did all tliat mortal men could
do. The point selected for lauding certainly appears to
have been ill choseu; hut yet, as we could not get past
even the flrst barrier, it seems that after all it was as good
as any that was accessible; and as to the expediency of
the attack being made at all, I would only ask what would
they have said in England.what would the world have
said.bad we declined to attack, when, as far us wc knew,
w e bad only rascally Chinese to contend with?
Time, lam confident, will prove that Eurojieans were

our principal opponents, and that to have succeeded in
our attempt we should havetiad at least five times if not
ten times the force we had.

FRENCH AND AMERICAN AID TO ENGLAND.
Lieutenant I'eard, of the Cormorant, is particularly

worthy of meutiou for his conduct. Besides being in ac¬
tion all day with his vessel, he landed, was first in the
ditcher, took back a message to the boats, and returned
again to the advanced trench. Lieutenant I'eard had
served in the trenches during the whole of the siege of
Sebastopol.
The great majority of the men hit are either danger¬

ously or severely wounded, but lam happy to say they
are almost all doing well. The weather is very favorable
for them, being cool, with fresh breezes from the north
ant) northeast.
The French, out of their small landing party of sixty

men, had Uftcen killed or wounded. The Ameri¬
cans assisted us considerably, by means of a small
steamer, with which they towed up several of our boat*
into actionfrom the large' "</«%>s. and also after the action, by
taking out to their respective ships a number if our men, to
whom they showed every kindness. They were loud in their
praises oi the during our men shuwed, and have sent
large presents of fresh meat and vegetables for the benefit
of our wounded.
[Gull of Pechcli (July 1) Correspondence of Overland

Friend of China.]
On the 26th of June the negotiations with the Chineso

having come to nothing but a put-off to gain time, the Ad¬
miral, with his Hag flying in the Plover, followed by the
gunboats Lee, Nimrod. Cormorant, Opossum, Bautrrer,
Starling. Forester. Kestrel.Janus and Haughty,proceeded
to take up a position off Poibo forts, ready to attack in
ease the Chinese should offer any resistance to clearing
away the barriers. At 2 1'. M.. the stations being pretty
well obtained with the exceptions of the Starling and Han
terer, who were on shore.the former on the South and
the latter on the north bank.the Plover and Opossum
weighed; the latter proceeded to clear away a pas¬
sage through the iron stakes which composed the flrst
obstruction. Two of these haviug been drawn, the
Plover, followed by tho Opossum, passed through them
and also the second boom, which had been destroyed
by tlie Flag Captain on the previous night. On arriving
at the second she attempted, together with the Opossum,
to break through it. but without effect. Almost imme¬
diately a rtngle gun was fired at her, and directly all
Uie masks were rolled up, a tremendous fire was opened
on the squadron, and the action became general. The
Lee. by signal from the Plover, passed through the stakes
to the support of the Admiral. The Plover and Opossum
were, however, soon obliged to slip, the fire being too
heavy for them, and, followed by the I.oc, dropped clenr
ol' the stakes at 3:15. The gunboat Plover suilercd very
much in killed and wounded. An officer was sent to the
reserve to orfiernp reinforcements, but the tide was too
strong lor the boats to attempt to pull up. The American
ting officers very kindly offered to tow the bonis up to a
position to enable them to reach the gunixwts. At 4 30
the enemy's fire was slackened considerably, ordors were
sent down to the reserve for the marines and naval
brigade to prepare to land, and the Forester and Opos¬
sum, together with tho Teey-wan, proceeded and towed
them to the Nimrod, the place of rendezvous. At an
early period of the action the,Admiral had been
wounded on beard the Plover by a splinter in the thigh,
and that vessel was almost entirely disabled. He shitted
his flag to the Opossum; when there he took his station on
the caboose nnd from thence issued his orders, until a
round shot cut the mainstay on which he was loaning ant?
caused him to tall to the deck, a height of some eight feet,
breaking a rib and severely shaking him. After a short
time he left tho Opossum in tho llu Chavin's gig,and pro
oceded to the Cormorant, where ho remained At 6:45
tlic boats having assembled alongside, Nimrod pushed for
the shore, as near to the Slftfc.CS as possible, and opposite
to the left bustjon, about 600 yards distance from it.
ine landing here was composed iff mud aiKuK kn#e deep,
and the greatest difficulty was experienced iu getting up
the sealinir ladders and bridses. The marines aud navalthe scaling ladders and bridges. The ... , ,

brigade, a small portion of which had only Just landed,
pushed to the front, under a heavy tire trom six guns in

flank and front. The fire from the wults ol gingalls, rilles
and arrows was also very heavy. .....
No cheek had hitherto taken place, but her. adit, h flvi

feet deep and ten broad occurred, and the men having no

choice, plunged across and thereby wetted their ammuni¬
tion. A party of sent.' tiny officers and men again pushed
on and crossed another wet ditch, winch look them witlun
twenty yards of the wall. In the meantime, Giptains
Shad well and Vansittart, as also Colonel lemon, having
been wounded, the eommnti i devolved upon Commander
Commereil nnd Must Parke. It was now about nine
o'clock aud darkness bad set iu. The position of the laud-

log party was moet precarious. Alt? officer* and men alonff
remained in the flrai ditch, and about one hundred and
fifty in the eeooad. Many had been kJOed and wounded.
and with the exception or a email body one hundred and
fifty yards further back, no relnforcementa appeared to bo
offering, and the men already at the front were perfectly
exhausted and without dry ammunition or rifles lit to
use. The officers in vain encouraged their men to
charge to the wall, but it was ineffectual; the men
were few and dono up, and even if they had, they
never could have carried them against the thousands
that lined the walls. Under these circumstances the com¬
manding officers despatched an officer to the rear to ask
for instructions, and the senior officer sent him baek im¬
mediately with orders for the force to withdraw,as no re¬
inforcements could be sent. Directly this order was re¬
ceived the wounded were despatched to the rear by twoff
and threes, and two hours having been given them to get
to the boats, the small advanced party retreated in good
order from ditch to ditch, examining the ground in their
retreat for any wounded that might have been overlook¬
ed. Many poor fellows, alas, In the retreat fell to rise no
more, but the wouuded were saved and brought off.

In the meantime the boats of tlio squadron under Gapt.
Witles employed themselves In embarking the wounded
and binding party, and at one o'clock or a little after they
were all off. The gunboats did their duty ably, and co-
vercd the binding party up to the latest moment it wad
prudent to lire, and shortly after, as a testimony of their
hard fought day, the Dee and Kestrel sank, and the
Haughty just managed to keep herself afloat till the morn¬
ing, when she went down, but fortunately out of range.
At S A. M. the Cormorant, with tho Admiral on board,

and full of wounded, was so fast aground that it was con¬
sidered necessary to leave her, us she was right under
the batteries, and at daylight tlio enemy would doubtless
concentrate their lire on lier, whereas, if she was tempo¬
rarily abandoned, it was hoped that the enemy would
cease tiring on her, and the next night we should be abbs
to get her off. For the same reasons the Plover and Star¬
ling, both immovably aground, wore cleared of their
crews. The morning of the 20th showed our squadron iu
sad condition.hardly u gunboat was undieabted. How-
over, during the day the carpenters of the squadron were
employed patching them np temporarily, and the Bur¬
ling having floated her second master proceeded in a dingyand cut her cable, when she drifted out of range with tho
ebb. Tliat night attempts were made by Captain Willes
to recover the Cormorant aud Mover, but without suc¬
cess. The Cormorant's ship company having remained
till 11 P. M., to endeavor to float Iter, a most terrific fire
was opened upon her from batteries both north and south,and it soon became evident that she was sinking.
Orders were, therefore, sent down toOimmauder Wode-

housc ordering him to abandon her if he had no hopes,
lier ship's company and officers were embarked accord¬
ingly. but not before the water was up to the lower deck,
aud half an hour afterwards she went down bead fore¬
most. The same night fresh attempts were made on tha
Plover, but it was found impracticable, as she was full of
water, and ber shot liolcs between wind and wator gava
no hope of her being able to float At daylight the Kes¬
trel, sunk on the ilCth, under the batteries, was observed
drifting out, aud having been towed by the Janus into
shoal water, was eventually recovered. Duriug that day
the enemy got on board the Plover, over the mud, and
saved us the trouble of destroying ber by getting ber oa
tire themselves, but not before a great portion of ber
stores had been recovered.

the next two or three days the bonis of the Cbosapeaka
were employed destroying the abandoned vessels as much
as possible.
[Gulf of Pocheli (July 3) Correspondence of the Overland

Frieud of China.]
The fleet having arrived at the rendezvous near tho

Shah pin tien islands on the 16th, the Admiral wont ia
close to tho mouth of the river on the following day and
sent in two officers, who had an opportunity of looking at
the works.a sight which was soon after accorded to tho
whole force. The river was found to bo very effectually
barred across by means of iron stakes of a formidable ap¬
pearance, as well as booms of ingenious construction
aud of considerable strength.
These booms are raked by the Ore of newly construct¬

ed torts on either bank of the river, occupying nearly tha
same ground as those of last year, only much improved
in strength and workmanship. There are altogether five
forts, mounting ninety or one hundred guns, or, more pro¬
perly speaking, having embrasures for that number.
The principal fort is on the south side, and contains riffjr

embrasures. It is composed of three high bastions, about
thirty-Ave feet, raised above the ground, with three guns
on each. These bastions are connected by a batticmouted
wall, upwards of twenty feet high, through which the re¬
maining guns fire.
The whole fort is about 600 yards long, and is protected

in front by a ditch full of water. Opposite the upper end
of this fort, and consequently on tbe north side, is a largo
fort, also threatening the passage. Higher up are two
more, one 9o either Bide, and tbe flflh is quite* to the south
and retired some way back from the river's bank. Each
fort appeared to have a similar mound in it Uke the bas¬
tions described above, though tbe arrangement of tha
outer wall varied according to circumstances. Tbe dis¬
tance between the extreme forte might be about a mile
aud a half. Such is tbe general appearance presented by
tbe defences of the Peiho. A landing was effected on tho
17th, and some communication made, as also on the 20th,
but uo decisive measures were adopted before the night
of the 24th, when an attempt was made to blow up one of
the booms sufficiently to enable our gunboats to make
their way through. The result was only partiallv success¬
ful. The Chinese showed their vigilance by firing two
round shot after the explosion had taken place.
On the morning of this day the force had been moved

inside the bar, and tbose who had not their own vessels
to live in, were quartered in Junks. Next morning (26th>
the despatch vessels aud gunboats were moved up, and
the morning was mainly taken up by the operation ot
getting all the vessels into position, so that each could firo
without injury to the other, which appeared a very diffi¬
cult matter, from the narrowness of the deep portion o
ths river and the extreme force of the tide. However,
by noon the portions were almost gained and the men
were piped to dinner. At about half-past one P. M. tha
Opossum went ahead, with Captain Wllles on board, and
deliberately made _a rope fast to the iron spikes and
moved away two of them, marking tpe passage by buoys,
.-'he then steamed up over the forbidden ground to tho
next barrier, closely followed by the Plover, bearing the
Admirul'8 Aug. Now the asjieet of things changed.
There had been an ominous silence in the batteries,
and no sign of life but a sailing boat, which pushed
offjust before the stakes were pulled, ana came down to¬
wards us. suddenly went about and returned to thesboro.
However, no sooner did the Opossum enter the sanctum
than the mats fell from the embrasures, and shot after
shot was jioured into the devoted but game little vessels.
The squadron returned the fire, of course, and the ball be¬
ing well opened, was carried on with vigor, which showed
that we had a Chinese foe to deal with such as we had not
seen before. The Oppossum and Plover, having let go
their anchors close up to the boom, held tneir position for
some time, until their losses compelled them to drop down
a little lower. It was in the foremost position that Admi¬
ral Hope was wounded, and Captain M'Kenna, First Roy¬
als, and Licntenatit Kasoo, K. N., killed; the losses
amongst the crew being very taodvy indeed. The vessels
were now pretty well together; the Banterer, Plover and
Cormorant were nearly in a line, across the river, and in
this manner the fight was fiercely carried on by all.
By aliout 6 P. M. the Lee and Kestrel were in a sinking .

state, but the forts bad considerably slackened their Are.
The landing party was now sent for, and the boats towed
up by the United States steamer Toey-wan, obligingly
offered by tbe commodore, and one of tho gnubouis.
They pulled on shore opixisite the lower or southern bas¬
tion of tbe main south fort.
The Arc from the works, which had been reserved with

judgment, was then opened with very great effect upon
the landing party.
We have no news from Cochin China, except a report

lhat Ambassadors from the Annamitc monarch had ar¬
rived at the quarters of the Admiral, and that the cholera
was rnging among the »ench troops. In a propaganda
point of view I believe it is felt, and I fear with some
reason, that the expedition has done more evil than good

[From the North China Herald, July 18.]
We have little to add to the narratives of our corres-

£undents, published in our Issue of the 9th Inst We have,
owevcr, been set right on a few details.
One point of importance we are glad to bo ablo to cor¬

rect. We hod understood that the otilcur first sent in by the
Admiral was received by a mandarin. It seems that no
mandarins appeared at all. Some of the common people,
calling themselves braves, under a leader, and a contrac¬
tor engaged in fixing the piles and booms which crossed
the river, presented themselves,but maintained positively
that there were no maudarius near the place, and that tho
works in progress were undertake.n at the expense of tho
people, and without any authority from tho government;
also, that their object was the defence of the coast against
rebels or pirates, and not hostility or hindrunce to us. In¬
deed, the contractor promised to liave the way clear Ibc
us in two days.
We arc also glad to be assured that Admiral Hopo's ap¬

pearance at Takoo in the first instance was so unmistaka¬
bly pacific, in character. A solitary man-of-war's boat
carried in his first message. The Fury and two gunboats
were left outside the bar; the rest of the squadron was
lying thirty miles off at Sha-luy-teen, and when tho Ad¬
miral did come in he is stated to have handod iu a letter*
requesting that a market might be opened at the fort, as
his ships would remain there until Mr. Bruce's return
from Pekin.
There is another error in our last issue: that several

letters and messages passed between Mr. Bruce and tho
mandarins, who said Mr. Bruce would be received at
Pekin in some roundabout way, but that the river wad
blocked up and no man-of-war would be allowed to pass.
Mr. Bruce, it appears, received but ouo communication
from the shore, the contents of which have not trans¬
pired. It was brought from the mouth of another stream,
not, so far as we can ascertain, a branch of or connected
with the river we call the Peiho. The place was visited
subsequently by the Americans, who found the water
too shoal for their boat, and, consequently, had ta
wade in to the shore. They tried another landing,
and were pursued into the water by some cavalry.
The letter brought to Mr. Bruce was found to have been
two davs on tho road, ami was delivered on the 26th of
June, but a few hours before the Admiral, as he had
given notice he would, attempted to pass tho booms,
when the tiring began.
We gather from all that we can collect on the subjeeft

that if the Chinese government did intend eventually ta
admit us by some new route, it took care not to inform u3
of the fact; lor some reason or other it kept away front
Takoo anv one who might have informed us that the old
route, which is not closed to trade, for junks were seen
thick above the forts, was closed to the Ministers, who,
all the world lias been aware for a twelvemonth, wera
coming to Pekiu to exchange ihe ratifications of the trea¬
ties. It a foreign Minister had been told by a responaibla
authority, "You cannot pass this way; by the Emperor's
orders you must go round by such or such a road," ha
might liave had a difficulty in calling on his Admiral to
force a passage. But this is precisely what the Chinese go¬
vernment did not do. On the contrary, it appears to have
taken every precaution to be unrepresented in ttfe matter,
quite prepared, we cannot but think, had Admiral
Hope's movement succeeded, to throw tho entire blama
on the country people, who. us they themselves alleged,
had run up these wurks without its orders and tired with¬
out its authority.
There arc some contradictions which wo cannot ex¬

plain. Why should an uuwarlike and very embarrassed
government fight at all? Was it out of revenge for the
half hour's thrashing wo gave It last year? Or, wai it
that it thought we were coming to get something mora
out of it? Or was it determined not to leave us in the
enjot mont oveu of what we had extorted?
Our Chinese gossips were agreed from tho first that

many conditions in the treaty «t Tien tsin tho Emperor
wnald never consent to carry out, and pointed to the fact,
which the Pekin tfuictte put beyond dispute, that Sangkq.


